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To learn more about 
United Way’s work, 
impact, and how 
you can join us, visit 
uwlakes.org. To make 
a one-time, monthly, or 
round-up donation, text 
LAKES to 26989.

WE ARE STRONGER UNITED

Unite for the education, 
health, and financial 
stability of our region 

This year has been a year like no other. We’re 
facing a pandemic health crisis, financial 
instability, and the continued realities of 
injustice and inequity. Yet every day, we are 
amazed at how our community is working 
together to care for each other.

A strong community has many components, 
each of which plays an important role. From 
leaders and thinkers who come up with 
solutions to our region’s biggest challenges, 
to neighbors who look out for each other, to 
volunteers who give their time, each person, 
business, and organization forms the fabric of 
our community.

Though we have evolved over the 

years to meet the region’s changing 

needs, our mission remains the 

same – to bring resources together 

to fight poverty and strengthen 

lives. 

Itasca Area Community Response Fund
With the Grand Rapids Area Community 
Foundation, we created the Itasca Area 
Community Response Fund to support 
organizations that work with people who may be 
most negatively affected by COVID-19. To date, 
the Fund has awarded more than $117,000 to aid 
nonprofits and community organizations working 
in and around the Itasca area.

Learn more at uwlakes.org/covid-19-resources/

Bonfire: Igniting Volunteer Action
We launched Bonfire, an online volunteer platform 
that allows community organizations and volunteers 
to connect virtually. Bonfire is free to use for 
individuals, nonprofits, and community organizations 
across the region. 
As virtual connection becomes ever more important, 
Bonfire will continue to help mobilize the Itasca 
area’s volunteer force as our community focuses on 
rebuilding and recovery efforts.

Browse opportunities at volunteer.uwakes.org
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Our Mission in Action

Scan the QR Code to learn more about United Way’s work, impact, and how you can get involved.
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Days of Action
Day of Action, a tradition since 2013, brings together 
over 100 volunteers of all ages and skillsets to 
work on community improvement projects each 
June. This year’s volunteer initiative, operated in 
collaboration with Habitat for Humanity and CEDA, 
became Days of Action, in which small groups came 
together throughout the summer to create change 
in downtown Coleraine. Despite challenges, over 70 
volunteers persevered to contribute nearly 500 hours 
to positively impact small businesses, streets, a park, 
and homeowners in downtown Coleraine.

JULY

Summer Meal Meet-Ups
In partnership with local organizations, we began a 
Summer Meal Meet-Ups program in Cohasset and Hill 
City, which allowed children and youth under the age 
of 18 to receive free grab-and-go lunch meals twice 
a week in each location. The program is designed to 
address food insecurity, which worsens during the 
summer months when children don’t have school 
lunch programs to rely on. 
Thanks to community partners, grant funds, and 
several generous volunteers, 403 meals were served to 
school-age children in August. 

AUG.

INSPIRING  
A NEW GENERATION: 
Tristin found a place that he could explore 
his passions and grow academically and 
personally. Now, he’s using what he learned 
to help the next generation learn and 
develop. 

BUILDING INDEPENDENCE:
Lea prides herself on being independent. 
Finding the courage to ask for help caring for 
her home allowed her to experience the caring 
power of the community.

FINDING HOPE: 

Mac fought with mental illness for much of 
his life. Finding a sense of belonging allowed 
him to overcome challenges and become a 
leader in recovery.

EDUCATION 
BOYS AND GIRLS CLUBS:  
DEER RIVER, GRAND RAPIDS, AND 
GREENWAY

ITASCA COUNTY FAMILY YMCA: 
EARLY CHILD AND YOUTH 
EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS

PROJECT READ

YOUTH FOR CHRIST:  
CAMPUS LIFE

HEALTH & WELL-BEING
BIGFORK VALLEY: AGING 
TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM

ELDERCIRCLE:  
ADULT DAY RESPITE,  
ASSISTED TRANSPORTATION, 
IN-HOME CARE SERVICES, HOME 
VISITOR AND RSVP VOLUNTEER 
PROGRAMS

ITASCA COUNTY FAMILY YMCA: 
ACTIVE LIVING CENTER

ITASCA WELLNESS COURT

KIESLER WELLNESS CENTER

PROJECT CARE FREE CLINIC 

INCOME & BASIC NEEDS 
ADVOCATES FOR  
FAMILY PEACE 

BIGFORK FOOD SHELF 

DEER RIVER FOOD SHELF 

GRACE HOUSE  
HOMELESS SHELTER

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY:  
HOME PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

KOOTASCA: HOMELESSNESS 
PREVENTION PROGRAM

SUPPORT WITHIN REACH

OTHER IMPACT PROGRAMS  & 
COLLABORATIONS
AMERICORPS PROMISE FELLOW 
PROGRAM

BONFIRE - VOLUNTEER INITIATIVE

DAY OF ACTION

NONPROFIT RESOURCE LIBRARY

HEALTH & HYGIENE DRIVE

STUFF THE BUS SCHOOL  
SUPPLIES DRIVE

SUMMER MEAL MEET-UPS

5-2-1-0 PLAYSTATIONS

Scan the QR Code to read about people helped in our community. 
These stories are the reason we believe in what we do.

When you give to United 
Way, your contribution 
joins that of others to go 
towards reinforcing and 
growing this safety net. Our 
community impact model 
is holistic – we address the 
varied, overlapping needs of 
a person. Our focus areas 
are interconnected. For 
instance, a student won’t be 
able to focus on learning if 
they’re hungry, and an adult 
struggling with poverty and 
addiction needs to address 
both their financial and 
mental health in order to 
move forward.

WE ARE STRONGER UNITED

The interconnected needs of  
our region drive us
One essential component of a strong community is our nonprofit safety 
net, made up of organizations that work to help people in crisis, meet the 
needs of families and individuals, and provide resources that help people 
build strong, independent lives. 

When we give united, all our gifts are pooled together into one big 
Community Investment Fund with enormous power to change lives 
across the Itasca area. Since January, more than $133,000 has been 
invested to sustain and strengthen our partner agencies.


